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	The following provides a comprehensive overview of higher education, further education and training opportunities in Ireland.  The areas covered are:
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	Researching Higher Education Opportunities

	The higher education or third level sector in Ireland is comprised of universities, technological colleges and teacher training colleges (colleges of education), as well as some non-State-aided private/independent colleges.
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	Universities 
There are seven universities in the Republic of Ireland: 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.dcu.ie" \t "_parent" Dublin City University 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.ucg.ie" \t "_blank" National University of Ireland, Galway
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.may.ie" \t "_blank" National University of Ireland, Maynooth 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.ul.ie" \t "_blank" University of Limerick 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.ucc.ie" \t "_blank" University College Cork 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.ucd.ie" \t "_blank" University College Dublin 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.tcd.ie" \t "_blank" University of Dublin, Trinity College 
These universities offer Bachelor, Masters and Doctorate level degrees.  The universities undertake research at many levels and are also involved in continuing and distance education. 

Details of all Higher Education Institutions in Ireland are available from: 
Higher Education Authority, An tÚdarás um Ard-Oideachas, Marine House, Clanwilliam Court, Dublin 2
Tel: 00 353 1 661 2748 
Fax: 00 353 1 661 0492
Institutes of Technology 
There are fourteen Institutes of Technology (IoTs) in the Republic of Ireland.  IoTs provide degree, national diploma and certificate level courses, mainly in science, engineering, technology and business.  Some also provide certain courses in humanities, languages, healthcare and art and design.  Postgraduate, continuing education and distance education programmes are offered in many Institutes. 
The Higher Education and Training Awards Council (HETAC) awards qualifications and sets and monitors standards at all levels of higher education and training up to PhD level.  HETAC validates the awards of the Institutes of Technology (except Dublin Institute of Technology, which validates its own programmes).  The Institutes of Technology in Cork, Waterford, Galway-Mayo and Sligo are empowered to award their own Diplomas and Certificates. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.ait.ie" \t "_blank" Athlone Institute of Technology (AIT) Schools of Business Studies, Engineering, Humanities and Hospitality Studies and Science 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.cit.ie" \t "_blank" Cork Institute of Technology (CIT) Schools of Business and Humanities, Engineering, Science and Computing.  Crawford College of Art & Design and Cork School of Music are constituent schools of Cork Institute of Technology. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.dit.ie" \t "_blank" Dublin Institute of Technology (DIT) DIT has statutory authority to award its own degrees at all levels.  It is the largest third level institute in Ireland.  Faculties of Applied Arts, Built Environment, Business, Engineering, Science, Tourism and Food
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.dkit.ie" \t "_blank" Dundalk Institute of Technology (DKIT) Schools of Business and Humanities, Engineering, Science and Computing 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.iadt-dl.ie" \t "_blank" Dun Laoghaire Institute of Art, Design and Technology (DIADT) Schools of Business and Humanities, Art, Design and Media, and Science and Technology
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.gmit.ie" \t "_blank" Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology (GMIT) Schools of Business and Humanities, Engineering, Science, Nursing and Hotel and Catering 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.lyit.ie" \t "_blank" Letterkenny Institute of Technology (LYIT) Schools of Business, Computing, Design, Engineering, Nursing and Science 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.lit.ie" \t "_blank" Limerick Institute of Technology (LIT) Schools of Art and Design, Engineering, Professional and Management Studies, Department of Information Technology, Department of Applied Science, Centre for Tourism and Hospitality Studies. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.itb.ie" \t "_blank" Institute of Technology, Blanchardstown (ITB) School of Informatics and Engineering and School of Business and Languages 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.itcarlow.ie" \t "_blank" Institute of Technology, Carlow (ITC) Departments of Humanities & Applied Languages; Business & Management Studies; Mechanical, Civil & Construction Engineering; Electronic Engineering; Computing, Physics & Mathematics; Applied Biology & Chemistry 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.itsligo.ie" \t "_blank" Institute of Technology, Sligo (ITS) Schools of Business and Humanities, Engineering and Science 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.it-tallaght.ie" \t "_blank" Institute of Technology, Tallaght (IT TAL) Schools of Science, Engineering and Business and Humanities 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.ittralee.ie" \t "_blank" Institute of Technology, Tralee (IT TRA) Schools of Business and Social Studies, Engineering and Construction Studies and Science and Computing
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.wit.ie" \t "_blank" Waterford Institute of Technology (WIT) Schools of Science, Humanities, Engineering and School of Accountancy, Business Studies and Adult Education 
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Teacher Training in Ireland
Primary school teachers in Ireland receive training at one of the colleges of education.  The Bachelor of Education degree is awarded on successful completion of an undergraduate degree lasting three to four years.  Courses leading to undergraduate degrees in education are provided by the following colleges: 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.cice.ie" \t "_blank" Church of Ireland College of Education, Co. Dublin 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.froebel.ie" \t "_blank" Froebel College of Education, Co. Dublin 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.mic.ul.ie" \t "_blank" Mary Immaculate College of Education, Limerick 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.spd.dcu.ie" \t "_blank" St. Patrick's College of Education 
[image: image41]

 HYPERLINK "http://www.mie.ie" \t "_blank" Marino Institute of Education 
Please note that there is an Irish language requirement in some of the courses leading to teaching qualifications in Ireland. Please check with the individual colleges. 
Teachers at post-primary level follow an undergraduate degree programme in various disciplines followed by a one-year Higher Diploma in Education. The Higher Diploma in Education (known as the H Dip) is available in the following universities: 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.may.ie" \t "_blank" National University of Ireland, Maynooth 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.ul.ie" \t "_blank" University of Limerick 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.ucc.ie" \t "_blank" University College Cork 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.ucd.ie" \t "_blank" University College Dublin 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.ucg.ie" \t "_blank" University College Galway 
[image: image47]

 HYPERLINK "http://www.tcd.ie" \t "_blank" University of Dublin, Trinity College 
Other specialised courses in Education: 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.materdei.ie" \t "_blank" Mater Dei Institute of Education (religious educators for post-primary level) 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.stcatherineshe.ie" \t "_blank" St. Catherine's College of Education for Home Economics (Teachers of Home Economics) 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.stangelascollegesligo.ie" \t "_blank" St. Angela's College (degree level courses in Home Economics and Biology/Religious Education, Economic and Social Studies, Nursing - both General and Mental Handicap)
For information on qualification requirements to teach at primary level, contact: 
Department of Education and Science, Primary Registration Unit, Athlone, Co. Westmeath.
Tel: 00353 902 74621 
Fax: 00353 902 78024 
For information on requirements for teaching at post-primary level, contact: 
Department of Education and Science, Post Primary Registration Unit, Athlone, Co. Westmeath. 
Tel: 00353 902 74621 
Fax: 00353 902 78024 
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Independent /Private Colleges 
There are a number of independent private education institutions that offer a range of programmes in areas such as accountancy, art, business studies, hotel and catering, humanities, law, medicine etc.  Some of the courses offered are validated by the Higher Education and Training Awards Council in Ireland and some also have links with universities in Ireland and overseas (usually the UK) through which the courses are accredited. For a list of independent colleges accredited by the National Qualifications Authority, see the 
International Education Board of Ireland website.
Applying to Third Level Education in Ireland 
Access to third level education is competitive in Ireland. Application for full-time degree, diploma and certificate courses validated in the Republic of Ireland are made through the Central Applications Office (CAO).  Online application is the preferred and less expensive method. 
Obtaining a place on a course is dependent on subjects undertaken and results achieved in the Irish Leaving Certificate (or equivalent qualifications obtained by persons educated overseas).  The closing date for all EU applicants to Higher Education Institutions in the CAO system is February 1st of the year of admission.  Non-EU applicants must apply not later than December 15th in the year preceding admission but some Institutions require non-EU applicants to apply directly to the Institution.  Applicants presenting entry qualifications other than the Irish school Leaving examination should make enquiries to the admissions office of the Higher Education Institution they wish to attend well in advance of this date. 
The CAO provides an application pack with a handbook that lists all the courses on offer and gives information on how to apply.  If your chosen Higher Education Institution is not part of the CAO system, make enquiries directly to the institution.  
Costs 
EU students (who have been resident in an EU member state for three of the five years preceding entry to a course) attending approved third level courses do not have to pay fees.  A maintenance allowance for EU students, which is means-tested, is dependent on residency (applicants must be resident in the Republic of Ireland from October 1st prior to course entry).  
For further information, contact: The Third Level Student Support Unit, Department of Education and Science, Portlaoise Road, Tullamore, Co. Offaly.
Tel: 00353 506 24300 
Fax: 00353 506 41052 
Details of scholarships and bursaries are available from third level institutions directly. 
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	Researching Further Education and Training Opportunities

	A wide range of vocational education and training courses are offered to Irish students who have completed their second level education.  The principal programmes are Post Leaving Certificate courses (PLCs), apprenticeship training and a variety of vocational courses, ranging from nursing to catering. 
Certification 
FETAC - Further Education and Training Awards Council - awards are part of a national framework of qualifications in Ireland.  Programmes leading to FETAC awards can be followed in FÁS, CERT and Teagasc centres and in PLC, adult and community education and training centres.  The Institutes of Technology also deliver craft apprenticeship programmes.  A FETAC award offers pathways to employment and further and higher education and training.  FETAC awards are nationally and internationally recognised.
Post Leaving Certificate Courses 
Post Leaving Certificate courses (PLCs) are aimed at young people who have completed second level schooling.  PLCs are full-time, of one and two years' duration and offer integrated general education, vocational training and work experience for those who need further training to enhance their chances of gaining employment.  PLCs consist of a mixture of hands-on practical vocational skills, academic work and work experience. 
The range of courses has increased dramatically over the past number of years and almost all occupational areas are catered for e.g. Business and Secretarial Skills, Computer Studies, Computer Animation, Construction, Art Craft and Design, Multi-Media Production, Theatre and Stage Production, Performing Arts, Child-care and Community Care, Sport and Leisure, Tourism and Hotel and Catering, Equestrian Studies, Horticulture, Applied Languages and Information Technology and Teleservices.  For a full list of approved PLC courses, see the Department of Education and Science website.
Applications 
Students join the programme by contacting the nearest Vocational Education Committee or school offering PLC courses.  Many of the VECs publish their own guides to the courses available, and schools and centres advertise in local newspapers. 
Costs 
A maintenance-grant scheme for PLC students has been introduced.  The scheme is means-tested, and grants are paid along the same lines as the current third level student support scheme (see previous section). Grant applications are available from local Vocational Education Committees. 
Certification 
Most courses lead to FETAC certification.  In addition, many programmes are validated by professional and international bodies.  Under the Higher Education Links scheme, places on selected courses in the Institutes of Technology are allocated on the basis of attainment achieved in the National Vocational Certificate Level 2 awards (FETAC) by candidates on PLC courses. 
Nursing 
There are three courses leading to a nursing qualification in Ireland: 
1. General Nursing 
2. Psychiatric Nursing 
3. Mental Handicap Nursing 
Applications are made through the Central Applications Office (CAO), Galway.  The CAO Handbook and Application Form are available on the CAO website.
It is now also possible to follow a degree-level programme at 13 Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) in association with 45 Healthcare Agencies (Hospitals/Clinical Sites).  Successful completion of the four-year Degree Programme will lead to Registration with An Bord Altranais (RGN or RPN or RMHN) and the award of a Bachelor of Science Degree (BSc) in Nursing from the Higher Education Institution.  For further information contact An Bord Altranais, the Irish Nursing Board.
Agriculture, Horticulture and Fishing 
Apart from Agriculture and Horticultural and Marine courses in the CAO system, a range of courses are on offer through Teagasc - the Agricultural and Food Development Authority - and BIM (Bord Iascaigh Mhara) - the Irish Sea Fisheries Board. 
All of Teagasc's vocational courses have been benchmarked and upgraded in recent years and are now nationally accredited by the Further Education and Training Awards Council (FETAC).  These courses are suitable for people who wish to make a career in agriculture, horticulture, horses or forestry but who do not wish to complete a third level course.  Participants who achieve the necessary results may transfer via the Higher Education Links scheme to third level courses.  Teagasc is also involved in the joint provision of 10 third-level courses with various Institutes of Technology.  For a full list of courses, see the Teagasc website. 
BIM, the Irish Sea Fisheries Board, provides training in catching, aquaculture and seafood processing.  BIM training leads to a National Vocational Certificate Level 2 (FETAC).  For a list of courses, see the BIM website. 
Hotel, Catering and Tourism 
CERT is the State Training Agency for Hotels, Catering and Tourism.  It provides training courses for Chefs, Accommodation Assistants, Waiters/Waitresses, Hospitality Assistants, Bartenders, Hotel Receptionists, Hotel and Catering Managers and Tourism Information Assistants.  Details of courses and locations of schools, colleges and training centres are available from CERT 
Apprenticeships 
Apprenticeships operate in a number of designated trades, for example engineering, construction, motor, electrical, printing and furniture.  FÁS, the National Training and Employment Authority, has responsibility for apprenticeships in association with the Department of Education and Science in providing suitable training and education.  On successful completion of their apprenticeship, which usually lasts four years, candidates receive a National Craft Certificate, recognised in Ireland and other EU countries.  For further information, see the FÁS website.  FÁS also provides courses for the unemployed, community training schemes, enterprise development and general training support schemes for industry. 
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	Useful Links

	
OASIS (Online Access to Services, Information and Support)
 Information on all aspects of life in Ireland 



 HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ie" \t "_blank" 
Irish Department of Education and Science
 



 HYPERLINK "http://www.iebi.ie" \t "_blank" 
International Education Board of Ireland
 



 HYPERLINK "http://www.icosirl.ie" \t "_blank" 
Irish Council for Overseas Students
 



 HYPERLINK "http://www.youthinformation.ie" \t "_blank" 
The Youth Information Website
 



 HYPERLINK "http://www.fas.ie" \t "_blank" 
FÁS - The State Training Authority
 Information on all FÁS Services 



 HYPERLINK "http://www.careerdirections.ie" \t "_blank" 
Career Directions
 - Careers Information Database from FÁS 



 HYPERLINK "http://www.qualifax.ie" \t "_blank" 
Qualifax
 - Higher Education Course Database 



 HYPERLINK "http://www.careersworld.com" \t "_blank" 
Careersworld
 - Course and Careers Information 



 HYPERLINK "http://www.euroguidance.org.uk" \t "_blank" 
Leonardo da Vinci Euroguidance Network
 



 HYPERLINK "http://www.onthemove-eu.hi.is" \t "_blank" 
On The Move
 - Mobility tool for young people 



 HYPERLINK "http://www.estia.educ.goteborg.se" \t "_blank" 
Information on Working, Training and Studying in Europe
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	This information leaflet provides a brief overview of higher and further education, and training in Ireland. The National Centre for Guidance in Education (NCGE) acknowledges the assistance of the Leonardo da Vinci programme in the funding of this publication. 
The National Centre for Guidance in Education is an Agency of the Department of Education and Science with responsibility to support and develop guidance in all areas of education and inform policy in this field. 
NCGE is a member of the Leonardo da Vinci funded EUROGUIDANCE Network of National Resource Centres for Guidance, which aims to support guidance counsellors in promoting European Mobility and the European Dimension within education and training. There are two EUROGUIDANCE centres in Ireland - the EUROGUIDANCE centre at NCGE, responsible for information on further education and training opportunities, and the EUROGUIDANCE centre at FÁS, responsible for information on vocational training and labour market opportunities.
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	Click on any of the links below to find out more information about NCGE's 
current international projects and activities:

	European Activities   


 HYPERLINK "intl6.htm" \t "_blank" 
ESTIA  On The Move   Academia Exchange Programme
Virtual Learning Environment   ISSEE Quality Guidelines   
Community Based Guidance Assistance 

	International Activities 
Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and Development (OECD)   
International Career Development & Public Policy Symposium


