SUBJECT CHOICE
Introduction

Subject choice is often regarded as a minefield.  Course and entry requirements not checked by students can have serious consequences.  It must always be pointed out to students that the onus is on them to check the requirements for each of the courses in which they have an interest.   To this end they should have a copy of all the relevant websites.  To start with, students must consider the options open to them after the Junior Certificate.  The implications of each option should be carefully studied to see which one suits one’s potential best.   Apart from the advice available in school, parents should be kept informed.

.

1. Transition Year
This is a one-year programme between the end of the Junior Certificate and the beginning of the Leaving Certificate programme.

The programme provides for the development of personal and social skills. It encourages research and activity-based self-directed learning, both inside and outside the classroom.

It has modules such as work experience, mini-companies, community service, technology - to mention a few. Some parents express doubts about the educational value of this year, but when properly explained these doubts evaporate. Some staff may have doubts also, especially when they see yet another trip leaves the school. Such doubts are often more difficult to overcome unless the objectives of the trip are clear to the students and teachers.

2. The Established Leaving Certificate
Many students take the option of going into Fifth Year and starting on a two year traditional Leaving Certificate programme. Traditional means choosing seven subjects at honours or pass level.  Foundation Level is available in two subjects – Gaeilge and Mathematics.

Updated fact sheets on the acceptability of these two subjects for third-level, further education colleges and training courses/careers are now available from NCGE.

When choosing this option students must be made aware that it is a two year programme, so if they are going to achieve a result that reflects their potential they must work consistently over the two years. Points for entry to third-level courses are calculated on the best six subjects.
3. Leaving Certificate Applied
This is a two year programme aimed at preparing students for adult working life.

Courses are offered in three main areas:

(a)
Vocational Preparation which focuses on preparation for work, work experience, enterprise and communications.

(b)
General Education which gives students general life skills, including the arts, social education, leisure and languages.

(c)
Vocational Education which covers the development of mathematical and information technology and practical skills useful in careers such as tourism, business, horticulture, engineering and technology.

Direct entry to the CAO is not possible with a Leaving Certificate Applied, but a student may apply for a course in a Further Education College and having obtained an FETAC (NCVA) Level 2 award they may enter third-level by this route.

4. Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme
This programme may be described as a Leaving Certificate with a strong vocational dimension. Students who opt for this Leaving Certificate take at least five Leaving Certificate subjects. One of these subjects must be Irish. In addition to Leaving Certificate subjects they will study three Link Modules. They are: enterprise education, preparation for work, and work experience. These Link Modules are assessed as part of the Leaving Certificate – written examination 40%, Portfolio of Coursework 60%.

Students receive the same certificate as the established Leaving Certificate. In addition they receive a statement of the results of the Link Modules – Pass, Merit or Distinction. An increasing number of third level institutions are recognising the Leaving Certificate Applied Programme.

SUBJECT CHOICE FOR THE TRADITIONAL LEAVING CERTIFICATE
All of the Leaving Certificate subjects may not be available in every school. Normally 

students are asked to choose seven of which six will count for points for entry to third-level.

The following are the leaving Certificate subjects in their official groupings:

Language Group:

Irish, English, French, German, Italian, Spanish, Latin, Greek, Hebrew Studies, Classical Studies, Russian, Arabic, Japanese
Science Group:

Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Physics and Chemistry, Biology, Applied Mathematics.

Business Studies Group:

Accounting, Business, Economics, Economic History

Applied Science Group:

Engineering, Technical Drawing, Construction Studies, Physics and Chemistry,

Agricultural Science, Agricultural Economics, Home Economics (Scientific & Social)*, Home Economics (General)*
Social Studies Group:

History, Geography, Art (including Crafts) Music, Home Economics (General)*
* A revised syllabus in Home Economics will replace the existing courses in Home Economics (Scientific and Social) and Home Economics (General) for examination in 2004 and after.  

SOME ADVICE ON CHOOSING

When one examines subject choice closely some points emerge:

· there is not all that amount of choice involved

· there are a number of myths to be dispelled about ‘easy’ subjects in which to get points.

· choice should not be linked to teachers of senior classes.

· Self-deception – I didn’t work for my Junior Certificate but I will get ‘grinds’ for my Leaving Certificate.

Once some of these myths have been dispelled then the process of choice may start.

· CORE SUBJECTS
The Department of Education and Science requires students to take not less than five of the subjects listed above – of which one shall be Irish.  English and Mathematics are taken by most students because they are required subjects for almost all third level courses.  Individual schools may have their own subject choice requirements.    
· LANGUAGE:
This is the first area of research for students. What courses have a language as an essential requirement? To start with, a student requires one modern continental language for entry to the constituent colleges of the National University of Ireland – Dublin, Galway, Cork and Maynooth. There are also courses which specify grades, such as Law and French in UCD – a Higher B in French.  So students should check the language requirement and the grade required.

· A SCIENCE SUBJECT
Schools will come under increasing pressure to promote the sciences. This may include

incentives for providing science as a core subject at Junior level, to obtaining grants to 

update science laboratories to make senior science more attractive.
Once again it is essential to make students aware of the need to research courses that require one or more science subjects as entry requirements.  Some courses also stipulate a required grade.  Taking at least one science subject keeps one’s options open.
· LAST TWO CHOICES
Selecting the last two subjects gives a student the freedom to choose without looking over his/her shoulder to course requirements. No course in Business Studies at third-level asks for a Leaving Certificate business subject. Students should be encouraged to look at the subjects they enjoyed at Junior level – subjects such as history, geography, art, music, home economics, technical graphics etc. There is no doubt that points play a significant role in subject choice, so students should be made aware of the educational value of choosing two subjects that they will enjoy studying, and in the process  make up six good scoring subjects.

OVERVIEW
Subject choice is all about getting one’s choices together in a manner which:
· Satisfies the entry requirements for all courses in which a student has an interest

· Optimises the chances of fulfilling one’s potential and changing educational/career interests

· Facilitates a stress free two years study

Sources of Information: 
· Guide to Information 
· Rules and Programmes for Secondary Schools 2002/2003 
Both published by the Department of Education and Science 
NCGE Fact Sheets: Tel: (01)8690715
Vivian Cassells was Temporary Acting Director for NCGE from November 2001- November 2002.


