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MEDIA SOURCES
The Irish daily papers give wide coverage to educational matters all the year round. However, the education system comes in for a great deal of scrutiny by the media at examination time and at key dates in the CAO system. In recent times the media has used the Freedom of Information Act to make comment on inadequacies in the education system. The following is a brief overview of media coverage on education matters. 

Irish Independent

The service is headed up by the doyen of Education Editors, John Walshe. John sources his material painstakingly and is regarded highly as a well-informed commentator on educational matters. Mary O’Donnell contributes an educational column when college applications are being considered by students as well as during the academic year. The paper also publishes well-researched supplements.

The Irish Independent also teams up with FAS and the Institute of Guidance Counsellors annually for the “Opportunities” conference. During this event the ‘Skills Village’ is the centre of interest particularly for students who are interested in the area of Trades and Apprenticeships. During the CAO season in August the Independent joins forces with the National Parents’ Council and the Institute of Guidance Counsellors to provide a ‘Helpline’ aimed at students and their parents.

Overall Independent Newspapers provide an excellent service throughout the year, but particularly in January and August, key months in the CAO system.

The Irish Times 

Sean Flynn is the Education Editor of the Irish Times. The paper has always enjoyed a reputation for good supplements, and they appear at key times in the school year. The Subject Requirement Chart published in the supplements is invaluable to Guidance Counsellors, parents and students. The weekly edition of ‘Education and Parenting’ is regarded as well researched and of a great interest to parents. During the period of the Department examinations in June they provide a critique of each day’s examination papers with expert comment. During the CAO period they also run a helpline.

In September the Irish Times teams up with the Institute of Guidance Counsellors to host the Higher Options Conference. This event attracts widespread interest, and as many as 10,000 students attend on each day of the three day event. It has become a very important date in the schools’ calendar. There is a special supplement published in conjunction with the Higher Options Conference.

Irish Examiner
Niall Murray is the Education Correspondent for the Irish Examiner. Articles of general interest are well researched. A welcome addition to the growing coverage of education matters by the print media.

UK PRESS

There are always a steady number of Irish applications to UK Colleges.

It is important that students are well informed about the UCAS system and the Clearing system that operates in August and September. Certain UK newspapers publish supplements during offer time.

The Guardian
The education supplement appears on Tuesdays. Well-written articles on entry and survival at college are a feature of this supplement. 

Well worth reading every day but particularly on Tuesdays.

http://education.guardian.co.uk
The Independent

The supplement appears with the main paper on Thursdays. Apart from publishing the ‘official’ UCAS course vacancies other features during the academic year include an A-Z of UK universities. They also publish some very interesting analysis of the GSE results as well as findings of research on areas.

Independent Educational Publishing produces a diverse portfolio of magazines for schools, colleges, and universities, most of which are available on line in state of the art – Flash animated digital magazines. 

Visit http://www.independent.co.uk/student/
The Sunday Times

One of the interesting insights into keeping in touch with the British print media is the fact that problems in education do not differ significantly from country to country. The paper publishes a comprehensive guide to Irish Universities and Institutes of Technology in September each year.  One of the features of this supplement is that it provides information on student/lecturer ratios, graduate employment and drop-out rates, research funding and an assessment of facilities.

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/education
IRISH CAREER PUBLICATIONS

Student Yearbook and Career Directory

At a time when there is great competition in the area of school publications it is refreshing to note that there are Irish publications that have stood the test of time and continue to be best sellers. Pride of place must go to the Student Yearbook and Career Directory which is published in two parts. One book covers material for Junior Certificate and Transition Year students while Part 2 applies to the Leaving Certificate students including the Guidance modules in the Leaving Certificate Applied and LCVP. Many Guidance Counsellors find both publications invaluable for class work and include them in the school’s book list. Edited by two practicing Guidance Counsellors these books have made a significant contribution to up to date careers information.

Available from:

Student Yearbook Ltd

Shancroft House

O Hanlons Lane

Malahide

Co Dublin

Tel: 01  845 2470

Fax: 01 845 4759 

Email: sycd@eircom.net
APPLYING TO COLLEGE

by Raymond Dunne

This publication is well established in schools. Guidance Counsellors find it most helpful in researching courses which expand in numbers annually. Even though the second round offers of places do not appear until early September this publication manages to have all this information included by its publication date. It has many strengths, principally in the way courses are presented. Each career is dealt with under course content, career possibilities and entry requirements.

In short it really is a compendium of all the information a student should have before deciding on course choices.

Available from:

Undergraduate Publications Ltd

Rock Cross

Cavan

Tel: 049 433 1190 

Best Guides

Best Guides is a series of guides covering a range of career/training areas. 
Recent updates include the Guide to Institutes of Technology: 2007 Entry and the Guide to Health Care Courses in Ireland and UK has a 2007 update.
Available from:
Eileen Cosgrove (Editor) 
Best Guides Publishing
Old Chapel
Bandon
Co Cork
Tel: 023 41329; Callsave: 1850 200825
Email: ecosgrove@bestguides.ie
Exam & Career Guide

There are 3 different guides in this series: Business, Science a general subjects. The magazines have a very clever combination of very useful hints on Leaving Certificate subjects, and   a well researched careers section.

They are very popular with senior students in particular who see the content as helpful to them as they plan their study and research their career options.

Available from:

CJ Fallon

Ground Floor Block B

Liffey Valley Office Park

Dublin 22

Tel: 01 616 6490  
The National Guide to 3rd Level & Higher Education

The National Guide to 3rd Level and Higher Education provides a detailed list of all third-level and higher education course options including colleges of education, private institutions, state-aided, PLC and UK colleges and FÁS. The Guide also contains editorial about the CAO system, study skills, maintenance grants, student finance, student accommodation, UK colleges, career planning and more. 


Available from:

Order online https://www.bookstore.ie
Also from bookstores, newsagents and retail outlets nationwide. 

Learning Ireland
1st Floor, 
Marina House, 
Clarence Street, 
Dun Laoghaire, 
Co. Dublin

Tel: 01 2844 738
Fax: 01 2844 768

Email: info@daycourses.com
NEWSLETTERS

Many newsletters come automatically through the post to schools, and they are a very welcome addition to a careers library. 

Others available as e-zines or digital magazines will be delivered to your inbox. Quite a number of the organisations/publishers etc mentioned in this section offer free subscriptions to their newsletters. Check their websites for more details.

Guideline

This IGC publication, edited by Fred Tuite aims to keep IGC members up to date with developments in the field of education.

Available from:

IGC

The Basement

17 Herbert St

Dublin 2

Tel: 01 676 1975 or online at:

www.igc.ie (download from publications section)

Email: igc@eircom.net
Education Matters

Education Matters, first established in 1987 as a newsprint publication, has been carried as a supplement by various national newspapers including The Sunday Times and The Sunday Tribune.

Its original aim was to provide teachers, parents and all those interested in education with an independent, non-partisan medium of contact and expression. According to one Minister for Education and Science the publication "enjoyed a proven record of unbiased reporting, original comment, informed analysis, accurate information and quality advice.”

In 2000-01, Education Matters transferred to the internet and re-launched itself as a fortnightly free e-journal for professionals in the field of education. 

As technology progressed and with broadband now widely available in colleges, schools and in many homes, the Education Matters website has become a means of keeping busy educators informed and up-to-date. 

For further details email: info@educationmatters.ie www.educationmatters.ie 

NCGE News
Produced approximately 3 times each Academic Year NCGE News covers many subjects relevant to the work of the Centre and Guidance practitioners in Ireland as well as news of international and European policy and projects.

It has a good review section where material of interest to guidance counsellors is reviewed by practitioners. It also publishes results of surveys undertaken by NCGE in areas such as assessment testing at post-primary and customer satisfaction.

The more recent issues of NCGE News are available in PDF from their website; for older issues/ specific articles please email: info@ncge.ie and mark the email clearly 'NCGE News'. 
UCAN

This excellent publication is published by UCAS in association with The Independent. Most of the articles are suitable for classroom activities or for photocopying and distributing to students applying to UCAS.

To enquire if you can be added to their mailing list contact them on: 

Tel:  + 44 (0)1242544610

Fax: +44 (0)1242 544960

Email: publicationservices@ucas.ac.uk
gradireland Publications

This series of booklets jointly published by the Association of Graduate Careers Services in Ireland (AGCSI) and GTI Ireland covers four degree areas and an increasing number of what are now called Sector Career Guides. 

They are available on the www.gradireland.com site under publications and printed versions are distributed free of charge in third level careers services in Ireland both north and south along with the postgradireland and gradireland Directories - annual publications not available online.

Photocopies and print-outs used by careers advisers for (not for profit) careers counselling or teaching are permitted provided items so used are fully acknowledged.

GTI Ireland
9-11 Upper Baggot Street
Dublin 4 
Tel: 01 660 3422

Fax: 01 660 6623

AGCAS & Prospects Publications

The Association of Graduate Careers Advisory Services (AGCAS) in the UK commission over three hundred information titles every year, most of which are published by Graduate Prospects.

Many are available online but can also be ordered as printed copies from www.prospects.co.uk - click on ‘order publications’ at the top of the home page.



WEBSITES

CAO

This has been the most exciting development in careers information in recent years. Who would ever had thought that in such a short period of time that students could do all their CAO transactions on-line, that colleges would have their own websites and that a national service would be provided as well. These developments have taken place at a time when students have become so adept in their use of the internet.  There is a list of websites in the CAO Handbook and online.

www.cao.ie 

Qualifax

www.qualifax.ie continues to provide up to the minute information on courses. Apart from this very professional service, the website keeps Guidance Counsellors aware of upcoming Open Days.

Careers Portal www.careersportal.ie provides relevant information for second level students, graduates and job seekers, including an industry explorer and company profiles.

NUI Maynooth Virtual Careers Library

Popular with search engines, this categorised list of links to over 1,000 mainly Irish career related sites offers easy access to information 24/7.

http://careers.nuim.ie - click on Virtual Library from the home page.

Ploteus.net (Portal on Learning Opportunities throughout the European Space) provides information on areas such as: Learning opportunities, education systems, exchanges, guidance contacts and all the information required when moving to an EU country.

http://europa.eu.int/ploteus
Daycourses.com 

www.daycourses.com an online

library of third level and fulltime education opportunities is a one-stop shop for information about courses available at Universities, Institutes and Colleges nationwide. The website is operated by Learning Ireland.

UPDATING THIS INFORMATION

If you avail of a service from any area of the media not included here please feel free to send us details so that we may update the information on a regular basis.

Contact: info@ncge.ie  
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