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IRISH - FOUNDATION LEVEL AT LEAVING CERTIFICATE

ITS ACCEPTABILITY FOR COURSES AT FURTHER AND HIGHER LEVEL EDUCATION AND CAREERS.

Since many Colleges accept either English or Irish as satisfying minimum entry requirements, the position of ‘Gaeilge-Bonnleibheal’ is not as critical as Foundation Level Mathematics.  The HETAC Directory of Approved Courses is always a good indicator of acceptable minimum entry requirements. 
It is important to point out that students should consult their Guidance Counsellor regarding the implications of taking Irish at Foundation Level for their Leaving Certificate.

The following is the position as of February 2005, but it must be stressed how essential it is to consult a current prospectus.

COLLEGES IN THE CAO SYSTEM

1. Universities
(a) NUI Universities
The NUI Matriculation requirements clearly states the position of Foundation Level Irish in the four constituent Colleges:




University College, Cork   
(NUI)




University College, Dublin
(NUI)




National University of Ireland (Galway)




National University of Ireland (Maynooth)

‘The Leaving Certificate subject ‘Gaeilge-Bonnleibheal’ (Irish-Foundation Level) will not be accepted for Matriculation Registration purposes’

(B) Other Universities
Foundation Level Irish is not acceptable for matriculation purposes, and does not qualify for points, for the following Universities:



Trinity College, Dublin (TCD)




Dublin City University  (DCU)




University of Limerick   (UL)
2. Dublin Institute of Technology (DIT)
The Undergraduate Prospectus states:

‘The Institute will not consider Foundation Level Irish for the purposes of entry requirements or for points’

3. Institutes of Technology
The majority of Institutes of Technology have a minimum entry requirement of Mathematics and a language, this may be any language, including English.
It is important to consult the relevant prospectus as some of the Institutes which accept Foundation Level Irish as meeting the minimum language requirement specify a Grade B3 or higher.

Institutes who specify a Grade B3 or higher include:




Athlone Institute of Technology






Dun Laoghaire Institute of Art, Design and Technology

Institute of Technology, Tallaght



Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology




Limerick Institute of Technology




Institute of Technology, Tralee




Institute of Technology, Carlow



Tallaght Institute of Technology

The following Institutes do not accept Foundation Level Irish for minimum entry requirements:



Institute of Technology, Blanchardstown




Dundalk Institute of Technology




Letterkenny Institute of Technology




Institute of Technology, Sligo.




Tipperary Institute




Cork Institute of Technology




Waterford Institute of Technology

The subject Foundation Level Irish does not qualify for points in any Institute of Technology.

4. Other Colleges in the CAO System
The following Colleges do not accept Foundation Level Irish as satisfying minimum entry requirements.  Points are not awarded.




American College, Dublin. (for Hetac accreditation)



All Hallows College




Church of Ireland College of Education




Colaiste Mhuire, Marino.




Dublin Business School




Froebel College of Education




Griffith College, Dublin.




Mater Dei Institute of Education




Milltown Institute of Theology & Philosophy




National College of Art & Design (NCAD)




National College of Ireland (NCI)




Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland




St. Patrick’s College, Drumcondra




St. Catherine’s College of Education




Mary Immaculate, Limerick




St. Patrick’s College (Pontifical University) Maynooth




Shannon College of Hotel Management




St. Angela’s College of Education

The following Colleges will accept a pass Grade in Foundation Level Irish:

Carlow College

Portobello College

FURTHER EDUCATION COLLEGES
Foundation Level Irish is acceptable for most Further Education Courses. It is always important to consult the college literature and to ask at interview if Irish is mentioned as a first year subject. Always bear in mind that in some cases the minimum entry requirement is set by an outside certifying body, such as City & Guilds, EDEXEL and not by the Further Education College offering the course.

OTHER CAREER IMPLICATIONS

It is not sufficient to research the implications of taking Foundation Level Irish on Further Education courses as it also has implications for a number of popular careers.

CADETS: 
(Army & Navy) Foundation Level Irish is not acceptable


NURSING:

Foundation Level Irish not acceptable

PRIMARY SCHOOL 
TEACHING:
Foundation Level Irish not acceptable
For the following careers Foundation Level Irish is acceptable


ARMY:

There are no minimum educational requirements

CIVIL SERVICE: 
Accepted where there is no minimum educational 


requirement.

FAILTE IRELAND: 
Acceptable for those courses where no minimum 


standard of education is required.

GARDA 
SÍOCHÁNA: 

Not less than a grade C in Foundation Level Irish is





acceptable

SUMMARY
As Irish or English may be offered to satisfy the language requirement for entry to a range of courses it means that the decision to take Foundation Level Irish has not the same implications as that of deciding on Foundation Level Mathematics.

It does not, however, remove the temptation to change to Foundation Level when the pressure comes on other subjects.
Changing to Foundation Level Irish should only be made after consulting:

your teacher of Irish

your Guidance Counsellor as to career implications

your parent(s) / guardian(s)
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Fact Sheet revised February 2005.  Careers information changes rapidly.  The information in this fact sheet was accurate at the time of going to print.  Readers, however, should check it with the relevant organization or government department before making decisions.

