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MATHEMATICS – FOUNDATION LEVEL AT LEAVING CERTIFICATE

ITS ACCEPTABILITY FOR COURSES AT FURTHER AND HIGHER LEVEL EDUCATION, AND CAREERS.

Guidance Counsellors are well acquainted with the type of panic at examination time that contributes to students taking a lower paper than the one they have studied for in their Leaving Certificate. In many instances the student concerned does not seek advice on such a move, and only finds out the consequences when the CAO issues first round offers. This fact sheet was first published in May ’98 and the intervening years have seen greater uniformity among Colleges in the manner in which they treat Foundation Level Mathematics.

A point worth noting is the consideration students should give to the level of Mathematics required to survive in any course in which Mathematics is a core subject. It is essential for students to research the range of subjects available in First Year courses and how they relate to subjects they have studied in their Leaving Certificate.

COLLEGES IN THE CAO SYSTEM

1. Universities
(a)  N.U.I. Universities.

The Matriculation requirements clearly states the position of Foundation Level

Mathematics in the four constituent Colleges:


University College, Cork  (NUI)


University College Dublin (NUI)


National University of Ireland, Galway


National University of Ireland, Maynooth

‘The Leaving Certificate subject ‘Mathematics’Foundation Level will be acceptable for matriculation registration, but not as a substitute for the subject ‘Mathematics’ in faculties or courses for which the subject ‘Mathematics’ is currently an entry requirement’

Foundation Level Mathematics does not qualify for points.

(b) Trinity College, Dublin.

Foundation Level Maths satisfies matriculation requirements. It does not, however, satisfy the Maths requirement where Maths is an essential faculty requirement.

It does not qualify for points.

(c) Dublin City University (DCU)

The subject is acceptable for matriculation purposes, but not as a substitute for the subject mathematics in faculties or programmes for which the subject mathematics is currently a special programme requirement.

Foundation Level Mathematics does not qualify for points.

(d)  University of Limerick (UL)

Foundation Level Mathematics fulfills minimum entry requirements. It is not reckonable for specific subject requirements.

Foundation Level Mathematics does not qualify for points.

2. Institutes Of Technology
a) Athlone Institute of Technology

It is important to read the prospectus where the courses for which Foundation Level Mathematics  is acceptable are clearly laid down.
“A pass in Foundation Level Mathematics will be accepted as meeting the minimum requirements for entry to:

   Bachelor of Arts in Design (Communications)

  Higher Certificate in Applied Social Studies in Social Care
Foundation Level Mathematics does not satisfy the entry requirements for any other courses neither does it qualify for points.
b) Institute of Technology Blanchardstown

Foundation Level Mathematics does not satisfy the minimum entry requirements to any course.

c) Cork Institute of Technology

Foundation Level Mathematics does not satisfy the minimum entry requirements.

It is recognised however, for courses in the Crawford College of Art and Design, and the Cork School of Music.

It does not qualify for points.

d) Institute of Technology, Carlow

Foundation Level Mathematics is not acceptable for minimum entry requirements.

e) Dublin Institute of Technology (DIT)

The position is clearly outlined in the undergraduate prospectus:
The institute will accept Foundation Level Mathematics for the purpose of entry requirements in the case of any programme where higher or ordinary mathematics is not a requirement.
It does not qualify for points.

f) Dundalk Institute of Technology

Foundation Level Mathematics is not acceptable

g) Dun Laoghaire Institute of Art Design and Technology
The prospectus clearly states:
For courses which do not specifically require Mathematics as an entry qualification, Foundation Level Mathematics will be accepted as one of the subjects required for entry.
No points are awarded for this subject.

h) Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology

Foundation Level Mathematics is not acceptable for courses which have Mathematics as an entry requirement.

It does not qualify for points.

i) Letterkenny Institute of Technology

Foundation Level Mathematics is not acceptable for minimum entry requirements

j) Limerick Institute of Technology

Foundation Level Mathematics is accepted for entry to those courses where Mathematics is not a requirement. In practice the only course where Mathematics is not a requirement is (Art & Design).

It does not qualify for points.

k) Institute of Technology, Sligo

Foundation Level Maths is not acceptable for minimum entry requirements. except for Social Studies.
l) Institute of Technology,Tallaght

Foundation Level Mathematics is only acceptable for minimum entry requirements for the following course: TA 104


It does not qualify for points.

m) Institute of Technology,Tralee

Foundation Level Mathematics is not accepted for minimum entry requirements.

n) Waterford Institute of Technology

Foundation Level Mathematics is not acceptable for minimum entry requirements.  It is however acceptable for entry to Art and Design and Design, as Maths is not a Leaving Certificate requirement for these courses.

It does not qualify for points.

3. Other Colleges In The CAO System
The following Colleges do not accept Foundation Level Mathematics for entry requirements:


St. Patrick’s College, Drumcondra.


Colaiste Mhuire, Marino


St. Angela’s College, Sligo.


Church of Ireland Education College


St. Catherine’s College of Education


Mary Immaculate College, Limerick


Froebel College of Education


All  Hallows College.



Tipperary Institute


National College of Ireland (NCI)


Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland


Shannon College of Hotel Management.

4. Colleges in the CAO SYSTEM which accept Foundation Level Mathmatics as a general minimum requirement.
It is, however, not acceptable as meeting specific course requirements in Mathematics
No points are awarded


Burren College of Art


Mater Dei Institute of Education


National College of Art and Design (NCAD)


St. Patrick’s College,Maynooth (Pontifical University)

Milltown Institute
4. Private colleges in the CAO system
The following Colleges do not accept Foundation Level Mathematics


Portobello College


American College (for Hetac accreditiation)

Dublin Business School


Griffith College

FURTHER EDUCATION COLLEGES
All of these Colleges will accept Foundation Level Mathematics as an entry requirement unless Mathematics is a requirement for the course.

There are also a number of courses for which the entry requirements are not in the hands of the College, but are laid down by the Professional Body certifying the course such as EDEXEL and City and Guilds.
It is essential when researching a course to ask the standard of Mathematics  required.  It is important for students to have their own copy of the Prospectus, to attend Open Days, and when called for interview to avail of the opportunity to fill in any information gaps.

CAREER IMPLICATIONS
Foundation Level Mathematics has career implications other than that for further education. Always check the careers’ literature and consult your Guidance Counsellor particularly if you intend to change from Ordinary to Foundation level.

The following is just a cross section of some popular careers


ARMY: 

Accepted as there are no minimum educational 



requirements.

It is not accepted for apprenticeships in the Air Corps.


CADETS: 

Foundation level Mathematics are not acceptable.


FÁILTE IRELAND:  
Acceptable for those courses where no minimum 



standard of education is required.

CIVIL SERVICE: 
Acceptable where no minimum standard of education is required.


GARDA SÍOCHÁNA: A Grade B or higher in Foundation Level is accepted.


NURSING: 

Foundation level is not acceptable.


PRIMARY SCHOOL 
TEACHING: 

Foundation Level is not acceptable.

SUMMARY:

It is important that students and their parents are made aware of the implications of subject choice, particularly the consequences of changing levels. This whole area can be fraught with problems. There is the student who insists on taking a paper at honours level when all the advice speaks of the danger of failing.

Decisions regarding the level of Mathematics most suited to a student’s potential should only be made after consultation with one’s Mathematics teacher and the Guidance Counsellor.
From this fact sheet certain facts emerge:

Colleges, in general, do not award points for Foundation Level Mathematics.
Where there is a specific course requirement in Mathematics, Foundation Level does not satisfy that requirement.
Some Colleges accept Foundation Level Mathematics as a general minimum entry requirement.



















Fact Sheet revised February 2005.  Careers information changes rapidly.  The information in this fact sheet was accurate at the time of going to print.  Readers, however, should check it with the relevant organization or government department before making decisions.



