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Adult Guidance: Policy developments in England; and Models of practice in Ireland

The Adult Education Guidance Initiative (2000-2006).

The Adult Education Guidance Initiative (AEGI), funded by the Department of Education and Science, with the assistance of the European Social Fund, forms part of the National Development Plan 2000- 2006.  The National Centre for Guidance in Education (NCGE), an agency of the Department of Education and Science, has been given the lead role in managing and supporting this initiative. The nature of the service includes:

· The provision of a coherent information base which can be self-accessed by learners, allied with a help-line;

· Initial consultations with a trainer advisor to help clarify needs, indicate appropriate pathways and/or referral;

· More specialised support such as counselling (career, educational) and assessment
The AEGI service is currently available nationally in 25 local community locations.  The National Centre for Guidance in Education (NCGE), established in 1995 provides technical support for projects and co- ordinates the monitoring and reporting for the measure. A National Advisory Group representing the main partners in education meets regularly to discuss progress in this initiative. Individual projects network locally with the employment, welfare, training and health services in their areas. The service is designed to target adult learners on the Vocational Training Opportunities Scheme (VTOS), those engaged in the National Adult Literacy Initiative and on community education programmes. The service is free to all citizens and provides a range of professional services; advice, information, guidance and support to further learners’ progression into further and/or higher education.  The projects are located in local communities and an-outreach service is also available to provide full accessibility for all groups.  New target groups are being identified, and the guidance service offered in all cases is tailored to meet the actual needs of clients.   

The aim of this pilot initiative is to develop models of good community orientated guidance practice to support lifelong learning.  Each project is developing its own response to local education needs and the particular demands of adults.  The trained guidance staff in each project, through their contact with active learners and with marginalized groups is identifying gaps in education provision and in other services for adults. The recent appointment of locally based Community Education Organisers is providing a valuable link for AEGI staff to enable them to inform the education providers of the need to provide flexible learning packages for adults.  In the spirit of lifelong learning, second-chance education is reaching out to those who require assistance to up-date their skills as Europe is moving towards becoming a ‘knowledge society’.  The AEGI is providing a professional guidance service to assist adults to reach their full potential as learners, to make good career choices and to progress on to further study, training or employment.

The AEGI is anxious to assist adults to access up-to-date information on further and higher education options, using ICT. QualifaX, a dedicated software guidance package, already available to second-level schools is currently being re-designed for adult learners.  Career Directions and Gairm both developed by FÁS (the employment and training agency) are also included in this measure.  They assist in the exploration of a range of career choices.

