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Dr. Selina McCoy, ESRI
The Economic and Social Research Institute has been commissioned by the Department of Education and Science to undertake an examination of the nature of guidance provision in post-primary schools across the country. The study complements the review of guidance provision currently being undertaken by the National Centre for Guidance Education (NCGE). The study comprises two phases: phase one involves a postal survey of principals, guidance counsellors and personnel with guidance hours in 260 second-level schools. These schools have been selected to be representative of the total population of schools in terms of sector and size. The survey focuses on collecting detailed information on guidance provision within schools from the perspective of the main personnel involved. It covers topics such as the level of guidance provision in schools, the amount of time devoted to the provision of guidance, the types of guidance activities being undertaken and the facilities provided for the delivery of guidance.


Information collected as part of the postal survey was used to identify schools with varying levels and types of guidance provision. These schools form the focus for case-study research in phase two of the study. Case-studies are currently being carried out in fifteen schools. In-depth interviews with principals, deputy principals, guidance counsellors and other personnel involved in a pastoral care function is being undertaken within the schools. Interviews with key personnel are being supplemented with group interviews with students within the school. These case-studies allow us to provide a detailed picture of the operation of guidance services on the ground within schools serving different groups of students.


The presentation aims to give an overview of findings from the postal survey of schools carried out in phase one of the study. Among the issues examined are the level of guidance provision and the nature of support structures in schools, the role of guidance counsellors and their main activities, the allocation of guidance and counselling to different year groups, the accessibility of the guidance counsellor to students and staff, the involvement of guidance counsellors in training/professional development and the resources available for guidance activities.

Eileen Fitzpatrick, NCGE.

The Department of Education and Science has requested the National Centre for Guidance in Education to conduct a survey of guidance provision in post primary schools.  This survey forms part of the comprehensive review of guidance being coordinated by the Department.  Other aspects of the investigation are being undertaken by the Economic and Social Research Institute.

A postal questionnaire was sent by NCGE to every post primary school in the country seeking basic information, such as, the number of persons providing guidance in schools, their guidance qualifications, the amount of time devoted by the school to the provision of guidance, guidance activities and the facilities provided for the delivery of guidance.  Some of the results are comparable with the results of the 1999-2000 Audit of Guidance Provision in Post Primary Schools.

The presentation will focus on aspects of the initial findings of the DES Review of Guidance in Post Primary Schools and the report of the Institute of Guidance Counsellors’ investigation, Professional Profile (2003).  Links will be drawn between the research findings and the developments in international guidance policy.

